now publifhed, as in the twenty volumes of Medical Commentaries, by which they were preceded, our obje?t has been, to give a concife account of important difcoveries, in medicine, the moft ufeful of arts, and in medical philofbphy, the moft interefting of fciences. We have reafon to believe, that, by means of this work, fome information of thefe a 3 has vi PREFACE.
has been conveyed, not only to Britifli practitioners, who, from other engagements, cannot dedicate much of their time to extenfive reading, and who wifli to form a fele?tion of the moft interefting publications, but alfo to every corner of the globe to which Britifh commerce has extended. Although the accounts we have given of difcoveries are in general very fhort, they will ferve to point out, to thofe praftitioners who are anxious of obtaining further information, the fources from whence they may derive the moft complete knowledge, refpe6ting interefting improvements.
Thus, we flatter ourfelves, that the Annals of Medicine will ferve as an ufeful index to Phylicians and Philofophers, both of the prefent and after ages.
To render them more conveniently fubfervient to this purpoie, we have concluded the prefent volume, with a General Alphabetical Table of Contents to to the Firffc Luftrum. By the aid of this table, the reader will be enabled, with the utmoft eafe, to turn up that part of our work, in which an account is given of any interefting medical fad: which he wifhes to examine, if he can recoiled only the name of the difcoverer.
With the Annals of Medicine for 1801, we mean to begin a new luftrum, but not a new feries of volumes. It is our intention, that every future luftrum fhall be concluded with a limilar general alphabetical table of contents. Thus, every five volumes will form as it were a complete work.
In the future condudl of this laborious undertaking, we truft that our own exertions will not be diminiflied, and we flatter ourfelves with the hope, that we fhall ftill be favoured with the aftiftance of many intelligent correfpondents. 
